
THE 2000 NATIONAL AWARD FOR LIBRARY SERVICE
FROM THE INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES

The Institute of Museum and Library Services announces the 2000 competition for the National
Award for Library Service, which honors outstanding American libraries that have made a
significant and exceptional contribution to their communities.  The postmark deadline for receipt
of all materials is November 20, 1999.

QUALIFICATIONS AND CRITERIA FOR SELECTION

The Institute of Museum and Library Services seeks nominations of libraries that demonstrate
extraordinary and innovative approaches to public service, reaching beyond the expected levels
of community outreach and core programs generally associated with library services. The
principal criterion for selection will be evidenced by the library's systematic and ongoing
commitment to public service through exemplary and innovative programs and community
partnerships.

Nominations should describe the library's goal in serving the community, identify the target
population served, identify its community partners and partnership activities undertaken to
achieve this goal, describe the outcomes of these activities and project how this community
service will continue in the future.

Nominations will be reviewed by the Commissioners of the National Commission on Libraries
and Information Science, the Presidentially appointed policy advisory board of IMLS.  The
Commissioners will make recommendations to the IMLS Director, who will make the final
selection.  Winners will be announced during Library Week 2000 at a ceremony to be held in
Washington, D.C.

HOW TO NOMINATE A LIBRARY FOR THIS AWARD

Any individual may submit a nomination, and nominations of libraries of all sizes are
encouraged.  You may use the attached form or provide the information requested in a similar
format.  Please have three representatives of the community served by the nominee submit letters
of recommendation either with your nomination or separately to IMLS by the deadline date,
November 20, 1999.

Nominees may include photographs, publications or other products that document the success
and community support of the library's public service.  These materials can not be returned.
Public or private nonprofit libraries are eligible to receive this award.  Nominee libraries must be
open to the general public for at least 120 days a year and be located in the United States,
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Northern
Mariana Islands or the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

If you have any questions, please call Betsy Sywetz in the IMLS Office of Library Services at
(202) 606-5227.



NOMINATION GUIDELINES

You may submit this information in a similar format.

Library you are nominating: _______________________________________________

Director of library:               _______________________________________________

Type of library: (public, research, etc.) ______________________________________

Address of library:               _______________________________________________

                                             _______________________________________________

Individual submitting application  (contact person):

Name:                                   _______________________________________________

Phone number:                     _______________________________________________

Relationship to the library you are nominating  (A library may be nominated by one of its own
employees or by any member of the community with a special interest in the library.)  If you are
an employee of the library you are nominating, please state your title, or please provide your
source of interest in the library.  ____________________________________________

YOUR NOMINATION MUST ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

Format:  Please limit your answer to the space indicated.  Maintain one inch margins and type
size no smaller than 10 point.

1. What is the library's goal(s) for community service?  What is the library's philosophy or
strategy for reaching this goal?  (1/2 page)

2. Define the community the library is reaching through this programming.  (1/2/page)

3. Identify and describe the library's community partners -- those institutions or organizations
working with the library in developing and implementing its public service programs.  (1/2
page)

4. What is the library doing to ensure the ongoing nature of its service to the community? (1/2
page)



5. Describe specific examples of the library's community service.  (up to three pages)
Achievements that might be highlighted include:

• programming that demonstrates the effectiveness with which the library has
served new audiences;

• innovative programming which addresses current educational, social, economic or
environmental issues;

• evidence of how the library's programming and community commitment has
enhanced community life.

6. Please have three representatives of the community served by the nominee submit
      letters of recommendation either with your nomination or separately to IMLS.

Nominations must be postmarked by November 20, 1999 to this address (no faxes please):

The National Award for Library Service
Office of the Director
Institute of Museum and Library Services
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20506


